
TIPS & TRICKS
1. Complete Sentences
 
The  must ha e a subject and predicate. 
 
Subject = hat the sentence is about. 
Predicate = hat the subject is "doin ".
 

2. Colons
Rule : complete sentence be ore the colon 
Rule : an e planation a ter the colon
 
Note: A ter the colon can be a complete 
sentence or an incomplete sentence. 

3. Semicolons 5. Commas
. Commas in a list.
. Commas bet een t o or more adjecti es 

describin  a noun. 
. Commas placed around additional 

in ormation. 
. Commas must be placed be ore FANBOYS  
hen it is a compound sentence. 
. Commas are placed a ter an introduction and 

be ore an a terthou ht.
. Commas are placed bet een an independent 

clause and a dependent clause hen the 
dependent clause comes be ore the independent 
clause. 

. Commas are placed be ore a quote hen the 
quote is part o  the sentence.

4. Em-dashes

6. Pronouns

FOR THE ENGLISH/READING SECTION OF THE SAT

. T o Em-Dash can replace t o parenthesis. 
. T o Em-Dash can replace t o commas. 
. One Em-Dash can replaces one colon.
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Must ha e a complete sentence be ore and a ter 
the semicolon. 
A semicolon is interchan eable ith a period 

hen the sentences relate. 

Pronouns must a ree ith an antecedent in  a s. 
  . st, nd, and rd person
  . Sin ular and Plural 
  . Gender masculine, eminine, neither
 
 

It's = It is 
Its = possession 
 
1ho's = 1ho is
1hose = possession 
 
1ho = he/she/the  
1hom = him/her/them/preposition be ore
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7. Apostrophes 
Contraction = she's, it's, the 're, etc.
 
Sin ular Possessi e = la er's, book's, child's, etc.
 
Plural Possessi e = la ers', books', children's, etc. 
 

8. Subject/Verb Agreement
 
Sin ular Subject = no "s"   
Sin ular Verb = has an "s"  
 
Plural Subject = has an "s" 
Plural Verb = no "s"

9. Modifiers
 
The modi ier must be directl  ne t to the thin  it is 
modi in . 
 
E ample: 1alkin  to the bus stop, the man ot 
drenched ith rain. 

10. False Comparison 
A person must compare to a person. 
A place must compare to a place. 
 
Sin ular = that, this
Plural = these, those 
 

11. Wordiness/Redundancy 12. Types of Wrong Answers

13. Reading Tips!
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 Contain e tra in ormation or are sli htl  o   
 Represent the opposite o  the relationship 

   Irrele ant or are just a combination o  concepts 
   Ans ers that are plausible interpretations but are 
not supported b  an  direct e idence  
 

 
Make sure our sentences are as concise as 
possible. 
 
Also, make sure not to repeat an  concepts. 
Look out or s non ms!
 

 
. Read abo e and belo  the lines 
. Tackle dual passa es  at a time 
. Complete the main idea questions last 
. Do the passa es ou are ood at irst 
. Tr  to ans er the questions be ore lookin  at the ans er choices 
. I  ou run out o  time or the last passa e, don’t read the passa e. Just re er to the questions ith a 

speci ic line.
. Annotate the passa es to help ou acti el  read -  ord summar  a ter each para raph
. Read the questions irst, annotate the passa e, and ans er the questions as ou read. 
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